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REF A. STATE 258327 B. ATHENS 8484 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY; HAFC OFFICERS LABEL NEW CONSTRUCTION AT SOUDA AB 
TAXIWAY RATHER THAN RUNWAY, WHICH-THEY CLAIM-WOULD BE USED 
AS RUNWAY ONLY IF RUNWAY AND SOUTH TAXIWAY OUT OF SERVICE. 
REQUIREMENT ONLY FOR NOTIFICATION TO NATO ACKNOWLEDGED. 
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THIRD A-7 SQUADRON STILL TO BE STATIONED AT LARISSA AB, BUT 
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HAF FACES FINANCIAL DILEMMA AS T-2 COST OVERRUN ABSORBS 
FUNDS ORIGINALLY ALLOCATED FOR GSE UT LARISSA AB. HAFC 
OFFICERS LABEL RESTORED U.S. NAVY USAGE OF SOUDA AB "POLITICAL 
QUESTION" AND DECLINE TO ADDRESS IT. AVEROFF STILL EXPECTED 
TO ADDRESS QUESTIONS OF RESTORED USAGE AND NEW AGREEMENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. INITIAL REACTION TO UMBASSADOR'S NOVEMBER 4 MEETING WITH 
DEFMIN AVEROFF, AT WHICH VARIOUS ISSUES RELATING TO AIRFIELD 
AT SOUDA BAY WERE DISCUSSED (REF B), CAMS NOVEMBER 6 IN 
FORM OF TELEPHONE CALL TO CHIEF JUSMAGG FROM MG KOTSOLAKIS. 

VICE CHIEF OF HAFC, WHO INDICATED HE WISHED TO DISCUSS 
SOUDA AB. CHIEF JUSMAGG AND POL/MIL OFFICER MET LATER 

SAME DAY WITH KOTSOLAKIS UND MG PAPASPYRIDES, HAF TECHNICAL 
INSPECTOR. 

2. UTILIZING SUME MAP PROVIDED BY AMBASSADOR TO AVEROFF, 
KOTSOLAKIS EXPLAINED THAT CONSTRUCTION BEING UNDERTAKEN BY 
HAF AT SOUDA AB WAS FOR ADDITION OF TAXIWAY ON NORTH SIDE 

OF MAIN RUNWAY TO PARALLEL THAT EXISTING ON SOUTH SIDE, ONLY 
DIFFERENCE BEING THAT NORTH TAXIWAY WOULD BE 30 METERS WIDE 
VICE 22 METERS FOR SOUTH TAXIWAY, WITH RUNWAY BEING 45 METERS 
IN WIDTH. HE INDICATED THAT ONE FACTOR IMPELLING HAF TO 
CONSTRUCT NEW TAXIWAY WAS FACT THAT A-7 AIRCRAFT WERE PARTICU- 
LARLY SUSCEPTIBLE TO FOREIGN OBJECT DAMAGE (FOD), AND THAT 
AS A RESULT IT WAS NOW NECESSARY TO SWEEP EXISTING TAXIWAY 
EVERY TIME A PROPELLOR DRIVEN AIRCRAFT USED IT. UPON COM 
PLETION OF NEW TAXIWAY, ALL AIRCRAFT OTHER THAN A-7S WOULD 
BE DIRECTED TO USE IT. SINCE LARGER AIRCRAFT WOULD USE NEW 
TAXIWAY, INCLUDING OLYMPIC B-720S, EXTRA WIDTH WAS REQUIRED. 

3. WHEN REMINDED OF U.S. CONCERN RE CLEARANCE PROBLEM, 

INCLUDING THAT OF EXCESSIVE HEIGHT OF STRUCTURES IN NAVDET 
AREA, GREEK OFFICERS INSISTED THAT IT WAS NOT INTENTION OF 
HAF TO USE NORTH TAXIWAY AS RUNWAY EXCEPT IN UNLIKELY EVENT 
THAT BOTH MAIN RUNWAY UND SOUTH TAXIWAY WERE OUT OF OPERATION. 
MOREOVER. PAPASPYRIDES NOTED, BUILDING HEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
COULD BE WAIVED EVEN IF NORTH TAXIWAY IN USE ASRUNWAY, 

NOTING THAT IT WITHIN DISCRETION OF PILOTS TO USS OR REFUSE 
LANDING SHRIP WITH OBSTACLES IN TOO CLOSE PROXIMITY. IN 
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ADDITION. GREEK OFFICERS SUGGESTED THAT CONSTRUCTION WOULD 
ENHANCE CAPACITY OF NAVDET UREA IN THAT THE PORTION OF THE 
NEW TAXIWAY FORMING U CHORD WITHIN THE NAVDET TAXI LOOP COULD 
BE UTILIZED AS A PARKING RAMP, SINCE IT NEED NOT BE USED 
AS TAXIWAY BY AIRCRAFT COMING TO OR FROM THAT LOOP. THIS 
WOULD COMPENSATE FOR TWO TO FOUR PARKING HARDSTANDS WHOSE USE 
WOULD BE TERMINATED AND HAMPERED BY CONSTRUCTION OF NEW 
TAXIWAY. 
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4. IN RESPONSE TO QUERY RE GREEK OBLIGATION TO CONSULT 
NATO, KOTSOLAKIS BELIEVED THAT HAF INTENTION TO CONSTRUCT 
NEW TAXIWAY HAD BEEN DISCUSSED AT MOST RECENT DPQ CONFERENCE 
AT AFSOUTH. PAPASPYRIDES STATED THAT IN ANY EVENT GOG HAD 
OBLIGATION ONLY TO NOTIFY NATO. 

5. CHIEF JUSMAGG ASKED ABOUT HAF'S INTENTIONS REGARDING 
STATIONING OF THIRD A-7 SQUADRON, AND KOTSOLAKIS REPLIED THAT 
IT WAS STILL HAFC PLAN TO STATION IT AT LARISSA AB. 

MONEY WAS AVUILABLE WHICH COULD BE USED FOR GSE, 

BUT COST OVERRUN OF $10 MILLION-512 MILLION ON T-2 PROGRAM 
WOULD ABSORB THESE FUNDS. CONCENTRATING ALL A-7 ASSETS AT 
ONE BASE MADE NO STRATEGIC SENSE TO KOTSOLAKIS, BUT HE ACKNOW- 
LEDGED DILEMMA HAF FACED. HE STATED HHAT EVEN IF HAF HAD TO 
PUT HIRD A-7 SQUADRON AT SOUDA AB, "SOMETHING WOULD BE 
WORKED OUT". CRITICALITY OF NEED TO MAKE PROVISION 
IMMEDIATELY FOR GSE BECAME CLEAR FROM KOTSOLAKIS’ DISCLOSURE 
THAT HAF NOW INTENDED TO MOVE FROM SOUDA UB TO LARISSA AB 
AN OPERATIONAL A-7 SQUADRON FROM THE INITIAL TWO SQUADRONS 
WHEN AIRCRAFT FOR THIRD SQUADRON BEGAN TO ARRIVE SO THAT 
LATTER UNIT'S ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING COULD TAKE PLACE AT 
SOUDA AB. THUS, GSE WOULD BE NEEDED AT LARISSA IN FALL 1976 
RATHER THA BEGINNING OF 1977, AS PREVIOUSLY CALCULATED. 

6. WHEN DISCUSSING RECENTLY INSTITUTED HAF PRACTICS AT 
SOUDA AB OF CAUSING ALL TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT OF WHATEVER 
NATIONALITY BRINGING UNIHS FOR FIRING PRACTICE AT NAMFI TO 
PARK ON NAVDET PARKING HARDSTANDS, WHICH WAS UNDERSTOOD TO 
HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED TO REDUCE DANGER OF FOD TO A-7S AND 
WHICH GREEK OFFICERS NOTED WAS POSSIBLE BECAUSE SPACE THERE 
NOT BEING UTILIZED, POL/MIL OFFICER POINTED OUT THAT U.S. 

NAVY WOULD LIKE TO USE THIS SPACE BUT WAS PREVENTED FROM DOING 
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SO BY UNWILLINGNESS OF GOG TO PERMIT EVEN LEVEL OF USE PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN 1959 AGREEMENT. IN RESPONSE, PAPASPYRIDES 
STATED THAT HAF FOR SEVERAL YEARS HAD PERMITTED UTILIZATION 
BEYOND THAT PROVIDED IN 1959 AGREEMENT AND THAT HS HAD COUN- 
SELED AGAINST U.S. NAVY INITIATIVE SEEKING NEW ARRANGEMENT. 
KOTSOLAKIS THEN RECALLED THAT IN LATE 1973 -EARLY 1974 HS 
HAD ADVISED U.S. NEGOTIATORS TO SIGN SOUDA AB AGREEMENT 
WHILE THEY COULD. BOTH CONCLUDED THAT QUESTION OF U.S. 

NAVY UTILIZATION OF SOUDA AB WAS A POLITICAL MATTER, AND 
THEY DECLINED TO ADDRESS THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS ISSUE. 

7. IN FURTHER DISCUSSION OF PLANS FOR SOUDA AB, GREEK 
OFFICERS DISCUSSED HAF INTENTION TO EXTEND EXISTING RUNWAY 
AT BOTH ENDS, ADDING NOT JUST OVERRUNS BUT USABLE RUNWAY 
LENGTH. THEY ALSO EXPLAINED THAT CURRENT RAMP AT OLYMPIC 
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TERMINAL WOULD BE RENDERED USELESS BY TAXIWAY, THUS NECESSI- 
TATING NEW RAMP, BUT ADDED THAT OLYMPIC HAD INTENDED TO 
CONSTRUCT A NEW TERMINAL BUILDING ANYWAY, WHICH IT WOULD 
NOW DO TO WEST OF CURRENT STRUCTURE. THEY ESTIMATED NEW 
TAXIWAY WOULD BE COMPLETED BY SUMMER 1976, AND FURTHER 
JUSTIFIED ITS CONSTRUCTION BY REFERENCE TO NATO STANDARD 
WHICH THEY CLAIMED FREED HOST COUNTRY FROM OBLIGATION TO 
MAINTAIN RUNWAY REPAIR CAPABILITY, IF USABLE PAVED AREA WAS 
TEN TIMES MINIMAL TAKE OFF/LANDING REQUIREMENT OF 
AIRCRAFT IN USE. 

8. COMMENT: NOTWITHSTANDING DISCLAIMER BY KOTSOLAKIS, IT 
APPEARS THAT FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF NORTH TAXIWAY, WHEN MAIN 
RUNWAY IS CLOSED FOR REPAIRS, A-7S MAY WELL USE SOUTH TAXI- 
WAY AS RUNWAY BUT THAT ALL OTHER TRAFFIC PROBABLY WOULD BE 
DIRECTED TO USE NORTH TAXIWAY. WE WILL AWAIT FURTHER WORD 
FROM AVEROFF BEFORE ASSESSING SITUATION ANEW AND RECOMMENDING 
ADDITIONAL STEPS WHICH MIGHT BE TAKEN. KUBISCH 
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